THE DUTCH PARLIAMENT AND INTER-
NATIONAL ARBITRATION,

Since MMr. Henry Richard carried, by a majority of 10
(100 to 90), in the British House of Cominons a mction in
favour of international arbitration as a substitute for the
horrors of the sword, similar motions bave been suceess-
fully introduced and ecarried in both Chambers of the
United States Legislature, in the Italian Parliament at
Rome (without one dissentient), and in the Lower House |
of the Swedish Diet, at S:ockholm. By the following
letter, just received by Mr. Richard, it will be seen that
another Parliament—that of Holland—has also followed
the exainple of the English House of Commons : —

““The Hague, Nov, 27, 1874.

" Dear Sir,—1I have the satisfaction to inform you that
this day, after a two days’ detate, we have carried our
motion on international arbitration (of which we gave
notice on the 12th of October) by a majority of 35 against
30, in the Second Chamber of the States General of the
Netberlands, 15 members being absernt.

*“ It appears that some of our opponents made a poli-
tical question of it. But a propositicn to adjourn the
discussion until a later day was rejected in favour of my
counter-proposition to leave our motion to its own inhe-
rent ruerits, without any further defence from oaur side,
andl to close all further discussion and vote at once.
Thbis proposal being adopted, the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, whilst approving the principle of our
motion, disputed its opportuneness, and doubted
the advisability of a small country like ours aec-
cepting it and so taking an initiative so importint.
After his speech, the debate being closed, the motion was
carried, as above stated,

** 1 hope, dear sir, that although this success may not
be a brilliant one, all our English friends of kindred mind
with ours will rejoice in it, and that you, dear sir, in
particular, will acknowledge that M. van Eck and myself
have redeemed the pledge we gave vou during your visit to
this country that we would do our best in this direction.
—1I remain, dear sir, your most truly,

* T. P. BRenIUS, M.P, for Dordrecat (Dort).

** To Henry Richard, Esq., M.P., London.”

Tur Javaxese DMINISTER 1N Fraxce—Le
Francais states that M. Sameschina, J apanese BMMinister
12 Paris, his returned homwe, his native air haviog besn
ordered for hitn by his physician. M. Niviano, his first
secretary, will have charge of the embassy durting his
absence,

Tize Traxsit oF VENUs.—Professor Th. von
Oppolzer of Viezna kLas calculated that the transit of
venus will be visible at Vienna in its very last stage
and under wost unfavourable cirecuwmnstances. The last
contact ¢i the sun and Venus will take place exuctly a
minute after sunrise. The phenomenon can, hovever, be
watched without much difficulty from some points in the
close vieinmity of the Austrian capital; and at tke profes.
sors 1ostance the Vienna Academy of Sciences has
grauted birn: a vote of 300 tlorins for making the necessary
preparations. The Nerti Geruian Gazctte learns that Pro-
fesser Auwers, the Gierman gentlemian comnissioned to
cbserva tie transit of Venuas at Thebes, in Ezypt, arrived
at Cairo about a menth ago, To hisdismay he ascertained |
01 lnqguiry thut the Nile steamers do not ply before Decen:-
ner, £o that 1f he were to Lave waited for them he 1.ust
have been too lute for the transit, He soon found he sas
net thz enly sufferer by this arrapzemeont. Councillor
Dosller, toe Russian astronomer, bent ¢ a like task. mot
with the same disappointment. The two astronomers re-
solved, ratlier than miss the transit, to hire a sailing-boat,
(dachasic) 7or the journey up the Nile. The Khedive,
with Lis usual kindness and liberality, placed a Govern-
raent tug at their disposal to tow the boat up faster,
While waiting for the boat the astronomers made the ac-
quaintauce of the English astronomer, Admiral Qumarey,
who bappened likewise to be at Cairo, and who agreed to
join ther:. The North German Gazette is glad to learn
that the three learned men will make their observations
together, and prognosticates a satisfactory result from:
their joint labours.

SNOWFALLS IN SWITZERLAND,—In the Grisons
masses ¢f snow interrupt cominunication, and euat off a
portion of the canton frora ictercourse with the outside
world., The Julier, Albala, St. Bernardine, and Splugen
passes are closed; the hardy postmen, rot easily
daunted, hive had to retreat before the frequency of the
avalanches ; and the main postal rcute of the Oberland,
seldon interrupted, is alss closed, whilst telegrapbic com-
murnication with Milan was temporarily interrupted. It
13 some years since the mountain passes have been so
effcetually blocked as they are at this moment. In some
paris snow lics to the depth of eight feet ; small chalets
bave been entirely covered ; the roofs of stables have been
pressed dswn by the weight of snow upon the animals be-
neath ; wkilst great danger exists from the numerous
avalanches to the men and cattle still ¢z roufe from tha
heights. and, what adds to the difficulty, fodder is scarce. |

- According to the latest accounts the snow had ceased
falling, aad numbers of workmen were engaged in at-

‘tempting :0 OP€n passages along the most Ziimpv‘:)ri::;auzlt|
- routes,—Coatincutal Herald .
|

o MarrIAGE IN PaRis.—On Saturday was celc-

~brated 2% the Madeleine the marriage of the eldest son of

M. Dufanre, formerly a Minister, with Madlle. Marie

~Jobez. The benediction was pronounced by M. Roquette,

“and among those present were M. Thiers, Madlle. Dosne,
MM. Casimir Perier and D’Aundiffrett-Pasquier, Admiral
de Mouraiguae, Admiral Fouricbon, M. Vautrain (presi-
dent of tke Municipal Council), Comte Daru, M. Cuvillier
Fleury, M. C-z.nre, M. Tambour, General Valaze, Gene:al
Langlois, M. Jales Simon, several deputies and members
of the Academy, &c.




