THE SUN.

‘Tur Transiz, or VExus.—Tonight, which
will be day [0 the eeslern hemlephere, mote
than fifty obscrvations will be taken of tbe
fraaeit of Veous by sclegiite men sistioned
at widely écparated peints on the Asiatlc
coat Ietands 1o o Soatn  acize
farorabis posltions ju Sibetia.
Veaus from the aun i» about eixt;

She

Only Mercury and Yenae, hasinz or
1he orbit of the earth, can present the phenom.
enon of the paseaze of & plauet acroes 1be dles
of the san. The trane: - iy
oce frequent than these of Venos 1- conse: \
quence of the former Dianet being he |
oerend naviag thas & marrower orbit el
shorter year; but they ate not avallable for the
determigation of the solar paraliax. The tran-
sits of Venus are of great importa
ewployed for the determivation o nu sua’s
diatance. 1k
Sarardsy “The tragsits of Vesas recar
at -xmnne latervals of 6and 1054, aud 8 and
)

athirer England. Thelast occarred 1a 1791, an
by the opecrvmions then made the eoiar parak

X, a8 new received, was determined. The
tradeit to-day 13 Jooked forward 1o Wwith rfeat
lutercst ' for serifying these doleriginstions.
Fot Gy years astronomers have bedu mhhg
preparations for the obervations of fo-

e Darbeca boforo orentloned ATt the siviiteed
yovernments have seut out expedlilns of obser-
vation.

The transit will ot b seen fn any part of
North or Soath America, as it is Bight shere
Qaciug its occurrence. It obeervers centrally

tatioped npon the carth were 10" Selograph to
New York theinstaute of the traneit, one of
tbom would adviss oo Tuerday evcolag, Decem-
ber . thut the planet's edge touched ihe oater
edze ofthe run at 7 mipates and 22 seconds before
k (New York time;) 13 miontes and 3
acconds alterward anotber would telegraph thi
the centre of the planet crossed the edge of o
ecu; at 27 minates and 41% seconde sfler 9
o'rlock & dispatch weuld etaie that the planet
lefs the laner edge of thoasn sad appeaced com-
Pletely on lts élec. At1lmtuutes and 33 s
D leBtier 11 P 3. the telegraph wesld stote
that the planet was uaklog ils nearest approsch
to the s0n’s ceutre: at 2¥ szcopds after 1 o'clack.
ou the morning of December 9 that the planet
was azain touching the [oner edge of ihe son
st 15 minutes econds after I o'clock
that the centreof the yhnel was crossing the
euge of thy Ay, sacouds afier
Dait-paet 1 ocloc L Vebue e Jnet cerved
to tench the sun, ‘-Jh‘ ¢

S the occasion of the last transit of Tepus
0o uecfal cbaervations conid be made sxcept

! kinds of mesenring

which were nnkpown 10 the
1369, and which epable our scicatifc men to

'y om s coutlouous series of observations
throngh the whole Interral bDetween the inter-
in the preeent lusiance is
e twice

2 of the
oun's disc. instead of ‘Ovenflie northeastarn por-
tion. The accaracy of tirt work depends upon
miay clreametsaced which cannot sow be flly
koown, dat l!\' otgngnon; of m wgm-

' !

form sn lmpu et addition 10 our p
Ietormation, Lastead of belng wbeeriain withia
fnany ecconde. of even stome minates, s fas

more sccurately the dlatanee of
he e0n from the e o the object of there
obaeirations. Hasing the eartl

the sun, we have the m

aze cal ractl
by the abeervers of 1
events enlarge the sphers uman knowl-
edze la cas of the graudest etudies which has
ever occupled the mind

1tergor Taz Mring the Presideot's
meseaze came over the Wiree yesterday afi

miore than neually correct and_convenient form
for the public readlol, Ae the meseage o
docament troaling of.many (mportant sed deli-
cate matters, it o desirable ihat sufficlect time
and care be faken 1o avoid pasmg it befece the
People 10 #0 mutiisied a condition that it secee
t destroved by gross imperfectioas and omis-
sions, The rval demand of the public for the
documezt was sapplied by Tux Sux Exrasto
e sxtent of miny thousands throughout 1de'
ity but it 18 8 Tact 1kat of tLis Gay the anxiety
£0 procure aad resd s President’s meseage 14 2ot
Eearso great among the gemera! public as la
former year:




