Transit of Venus,

Loxvox, Dee. 10.—~The following dis
putch bas been rocoived from Prof, Da-
vidson, chief astronomer of the Awer-
can eapedition to Nogaskig:

During our observalions of the transit
of Venus to-day the weabthor wag nnu-
snally clondy and unpromising, Tho
timo  av which it was calanlatod the
transit would begin passed away with-
out our being ennbled to rocovd vhoe ex-
zet moment of tho first contach with
trustwortby result,

Aftor abont a quartor of an houv, and
Lefore Venus reached the stoge of hev
second contact, the observer it the equa-
tor canght o glimpse of the sun and
plonet, and was quito snccessful in
taking severnl jneasurementd of the
planet’s cusg:o. Thiving the interval be-
tween which the first and seeond con-
tacts ocenrred, thess were obtained with
snecons snd recordad.

Shortly after the seconl contact,
further measuremonts of the distance
botwoen Vebus and the sun's woestern
vdgoe wers mudo with the icromebric
inntrnment.

in all there wovoe taken 150 micro-
nettie measurements of the line be-
tween the ousps.  DBuosides theso, thirty-
one micromerntic ghservasiont wers made
of 1ho pasange of both oadgen of the sun
across the meridian of the atation, and
similar views of right and lot6 rims of
Venns in oroasing tho samo Lne, - *

Micrometio surveys were mule ot the
respective declinations of tho enn and
rhm(ut by obeerving both the uppeeand
vwor limbs while passing tbo meridisn,

Abont sixty exoclient photographs of
the trangib dunng the variops periods of
its ocenrrence wore taken. —Fxtreme
good fortune attondoed onr nstronemioal
work, for jnsat as Venus doparsod from
the sun the clonds began to gathor and
threntencd ras. .

Toward tho cloke of Nevembor wo
were ennbled to telograph the dillorenoe
of the lougitode to Viedivortok, so that

. the location of the position herw is defi-
mely determined, .




