Defeerey Ehitorials

: The Transit of Ve Venus.

On Toeeday an ovent oceurred fn the ase
tronomical workl which liul its Juototy e,
 two lundsei and fity<esen ears ago, and

of whiclthe dieoverer s *2 hard ork-
ing curate,” whohida “small pittance”
at Toole, a village near The Lttle town of
Preston, Lanewhite, England,  We reier
1w the transit of Venns aciow the sun's
die. ‘s etle plunet, which 3 now a
bright ey ening st ar. and will be especially
butliint the 12th of January next, hiad un-
doubtediy performed herfy insit periodienl-
1y for thousinds of yeus before the tume
of doseph onox. Batithalnesir heen
alrerved,  Nobady hud tiken any note of
"ty event. The astronomer Kepler It
 among s papers.4 1 diction of the trwn-
witof Venns in 1631, 20l supposed no oth-
er could possily bes stsible till 1761, The
entligsi wtic enrate Tomot, then ne wreely
ontof Lis tecns i, age, into whose hands
these tables 11, on going earefally ovir
them, found errurs which led bim to be-
heve that a transit would Genr in 1639,
and that it would juss ver the sun's dise
lumg enough Lefurg sunct of Novpmhir
2Wef thit year to purmit of its exumina-
tion. 1l commannicated Lis comvietion 1o
Yis foend Cribties, and, thmgh widely?
<epunsted by distance, ey oth olwers vl
anltoek nolesof 1he geat event. [he
only means Hoiros had of ohwerving it
was by adwilting the sun's imge into &
Qubened toom, upan aseteen which he
Bl prepudd, and on which he hod de:
ibad a e < iucies in dimetes, di-
3ilcd into one hundied and tenty equrl
parts, the cxenmference of which was al-
o arhed off a0 three hundied and sis-
ty degrees, 5o phieed thit the on
<hould at the time fill the whole circle.
By thissimple methad Le w 1s able to muk
the whole progress of the transit withont
ingury toJis oght. - Not biing able to de-
‘ lulmmo. 2 now is dene, the exact howr
whon the esent. wanld tabe place, he ro-
m tined in Dis dukened room fiom sucrise
Gl the hour of kis servicain the lotse of
Gol forthedsy w1 Sunday. andue wuld
not neglect his Ao duti 1le siter
@ the morning serice, and during the
intay d ascertainel that the plaret was
Mot e the sun's dise, - Aficr attending the
alternioon weryice, he vetatncd to lis thun-
Der, and at a quartr p et thice
in the tlonds tendered the sun i
Tie sys, “I pereeived new spot, of unu-
il wagnitude and of # porfectly 1onnd
fonm, 1t il just wholly entered dpon
the Jeft Limb of, the <un; o thit the mat-
gins of the sun and'thesput 2oincided with
each other, forniing the angle of contict.”
The many eunest wiches of the devout
1oung piie-t, who found time to mungle Ins
<tady of deity nnd the dactiines of Lheol-
oy with gl of the eeledtinl wulds
aronnd bim, were gratified, anl for the
1alf honr b fore the cun prssed nlow the
hrizon hie watched alone the wonderful
phenomenon which now b atty wcted the
attention of the whole scientific woild, and
has been wilaescd by mary bundieds of
ientificmen.  During this i hour or-
102 mermal the ditance of the planet
fiom the wun thice times. Atthe sunz
time i friend Crabtree, hiving made sim-
ilar miringements, 815 so eptn tted and
overjoyed with the <ight, thit be only re-
corered himwIf sufliciently to drw a di-
agram of the planct, whieh eorresponded
exactly withthe ob-eryations of Horrox.
Before thewe tno fiinds coyld find fime to
mect each other face o fice, or communt
cite their cbeis itivns, hoth paseed anay
“The event which so excited the enthyisi-
s of the young astionomers tovh placo
agnin on Tuesdy of this weoh, tommenc-
ingea litle Lefore wine o'clock of the esen-
ing, our lime, and continuing fa Wwout four
hours. Pyeparations have been mabing
for it in sciontific civelos a1l over the world
for mny mouths pist. Compunies of as-
ticnomers amd men of science, with theic
meely adjusted ustruments for obry
flons, ne been sent to points whiae the
st was vi-ible ot that hour of the diy, by
s.triows oy ermacnls of the wotld.  Thowe
fiom the United States occupy stations at
Winliwostoch, Pk, Nigasibi, Iobut-
tows, Bluff Mbor, Chatham Istind, Ker-
guclen Possession. We shall verg <oun
hiear the 1e~ults of theis obsenvations. The
gieat problom to be salved s the distanck
of the sun fiom the enth  The distance
now gircn i» ninety-five millions of miles.
Lutar obsexsations thin this mske the dis-
tance nouls thiee million miles Tews, Mol
ther i supposed o be coneet, thonzh the
error, it is sud, will not exceed the breadtly
of alnirseen at the dislznee of oxe anle,
anevror which will amount to many thous-
nds of miles when eanied out in the enot-
mous wumbers whichrepre-nt the distance
of the sun. The precise practical b nefit
to1esult from this hrge outhy of money
and time, and for thi> upheaving of the as-
tionomicil woild, in the effort to me ~we
with welentifie exatne~s the dist wee of the
sun fiom the eatth, my be problemtiedl.
My e it will allay the appschensions of
the timid in regard to u collision of the
Dieavenly bodie~ by whick this mund me
spheie my possibly erlong be sunt whiz-
zing off juto Nlimitable Space, with it pre-
ciows Tieight of humawity. Dut whether
it be decidud it the soa i a few million
miles more or less distunt. from the earth,
one thing § too wJ settlud to be disputed.
It is the centre nound whicl this entl, the
fur off plincts, fhe fiery comets and the in-
numersblesturs whose light has Léen years
of time in 1eathing our eyes, revolses as
cemmon tentie, whilst itsulf, with all thi-
throng of stars aud planets, is no doult re-
volving i1 a direle of almost infnite expan-~
sion mound anothir common centre whowe
measmetuent ic heyond the pow er of ﬁxme
comprchension.




